WEEK-END LECTURES 


Eacu Saturpay AND SunpAy afternoon, beginning November 3 at 2:00 o'clock 
and again at 3:30, Harold Stein will show color-slides and lecture on “Cruise to 
Tahiti.” Each Sunday three lectures will be given: at 12:30, 2:00, and 3:30 
o'clock. Mr. Stein will conduct these illustrated talks in the Morrison Audi- 
torium. Admission: adults, 40c; members, 20c; children, 20c. Those who heard 
Mr. Stein lecture on the volcanoes of Hawaii will be cager to hear him on this 
new series. The Saturday morning movies continue. A schedule is enclosed. 


Memorrs: VoLuME | 


THE FIRST VOLUME of a series of Memoirs of the Pacific Coast Entomological 
Society 1s The Sucking Lice, a 300-page book by Professor G. F. Ferris of 
Stanford University, a Fellow and Research Associate of the Academy. The 
Society is beg’nning the “Memoirs Series” in honor of its recent semi-centennial 
anniversary. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Norice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications of Mr. Charles Frank Brown, Miss May G. Chapin, Mr. A. E. 
Conlon, Mrs. George B. Pillsbury, Mrs. F. W. Porter, Mr. Carlyle Sather, Miss 
Natalie Stonington, Mr. Clayton A. Videen for Recutar MemBERsuiP, and of 
Anthony Bartmann for Strup—enr Memsersuip in the California Academy of 
Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be received at the 
office of the Academy within two weeks after November 6, they will be con- 
sidered elected. 


DECEMBER LECTURE 


Aurrep G. Errer will present films in color on the subject “Ozark Idyll” at the 
Academy's monthly meeting, December 5, at 8 p. M. 
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November Announcement 


THE REGULAR NoveMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Morrison Auditorium in the Academy’s Hall of Science, Golden Gate 
Park, on Thursday, November 15, at 8 o’clock. Howard L. Orians will present 


movies in natural color on 


LAKELORE 


The first of the 1951-52 lectures on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation is prin- 
cipally a remarkable film revelation of one of the greatest of the Great Lakes: 
Michigan. Howard L. Orians has captured the beauty and grandeur of the 
Wisconsin shore, the fascination of its birds, furry animals and fishes, in his 
photography. His studies of wildfowl, particularly during the winter season, 
are considered to be among the finest ever made. Old-squaws and golden-eyes 
sit on the ice casually preening their feathers as if the frozen lake surface were 
a warm wading pool. Cormorants dive for fish at unfrozen water openings, and 
come up to exhibit their catch. Mergansers take off in slow motion, like over- 
loaded seaplanes. When pussy willow and skunk cabbage herald the coming 
summer, the camera follows killdeer, spotted sandpiper, and great green heron 
as they nest along the cool shores, and catches glimpses of the loon in its rare 
beauty. Mr. Orians is a minister of the Evangelical Church of Milwaukee whose 
avocation of nature photography has led him into a dual career. He is a past 
president and director of the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology. His fine pho- 
tographs and his lively sense of humor have made him a favorite with lecture 


audiences wherever he has appeared. 
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EDWIN C, VAN DYKE, M.D., CURATOR OF ENTOMOLOGY, EMERITUS, 


EXAMINES ONE OF THE IgQ VOLUMES OF THE 


Encyclopédie Méthodique au par Order de Maticres 


Tue curatoriac starr will have many occasions for consulting this monumental 
and historical encyclopedia, for such men as Lamarck, Latreille, and Bru- 
guiere, wrote original monographs for the work in their capacities as editors 
and contributors, 


The gift from the Academy's Trustees is one of the few complete sets of the 
Encyclopédie Méthodique in existence; the only one in the West. 
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TRUSTEES PRESENT MONUMENTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA TO 
ACADEMY LIBRARY 


ExacrLy 200 years aco, in 1751, the first volume of Diderot’s Encyclopédie ou 
Dictionnaire Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts, et des Métiers was published. 
Twenty volumes later the work was halted by royal decree and all existing 
volumes confiscated. Thanks to Madame Pompadour, whose questions on how 
her rouge and silk stockings were made were answered in the confiscated vol- 
umes, Louis returned the books to their owners and the work on the encyclopedia 
progressed with royal favor. 

The Trustees of the California Academy of Sciences have presented the 
Academy’s library with a complete set of a rearranged and vastly augmented 
edition of the Diderot and d’Alembert Encyclopédie: the monumental E'neycle- 
pédie Méthodique au par Order de Matiéres. The 199 volumes of this set were 
published in Paris and Liége from 1782 to 1832. You may not find the formula 
for Madame Pompadour’s rouge in the Academy’s set, but you will find many 
priceless monographs by the pioneer botanists and zoologists who contributed 
to the encyclopedia. 


In the year 1781 Charles Joseph Panckoucke, a publisher of Paris, had 
courage to begin work on his immense Encyclopédie Méthodique, the set which 
we now possess. He proceeded to enlarge and rearrange the work of Diderot 
into a series of independent encyclopedias of separate subjects, with a separate 
editor for each. After Panckoucke’s death his son-in-law, Henri Agasse, and later 
Madame Agasse, his widow, carried it to completion in the year 1832. Its im- 
posing physical make-up, consisting of 337 parts and over 6,000 plates, drew 
upon all the arts and trades of Paris. Twenty-five printing offices were employed 
to handle the production which stands as a tribute to the printer’s art. The 
enterprise was carried through in the midst of the French Revolution—in which 
2,000 subscribers were lost! 


After John viscount Morley examined Diderot’s ponderous volumes in 
preparation for his history he stated, “I have a presentment that their pages will 
seldom again be disturbed by me or by others... . They are now a memorable 
ruin, clothed with all the profuse associations of history.” If the viscount had 
made his famous remark about our infinitely more ponderous Encyclopédie 
Méthodique we should have to disagree with him. From our specialized point 
of view we look upon it as of the utmost usefulness. It is now here on the Pacific 
Coast, thanks to the generosity of its donors, for appraisal by booklover and 
naturalist alike. 
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